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CASTELLO DI MASNAGO AND PARK MANTEGAZZA 
Masnago, via Cola di Rienzo 52 

 

THE CASTLE 

The castle of Masnago has suffered different interventions and changes during the time. The square tower 

is dated to medieval period, when the castrum of Masnago was inserted into the defensive system of the 

prealpine area that also included the tower of Velate and the fortified village of “ S. Maria del Monte”. 

The body of principal factory  was from the XV century when the complex, bulit as a "L" had also a porch 

of which the traces are still observed. 

To that age  is the so-called “Room of pastimes” that preserves admirable frescos that represent the 

games and the pastimes of the nobility . The pictorial cycle is owed to the noble family of the Castiglionis 

- present to Masnago with Giovanni from 1422 - whose coat of arms appears also portrayed on the 

summit of the curtain in which a young dame,who plays an organ, is absorbed in a naturalistic landscape. 

Another important cycle of frescos is constituted from the “Room of the vices and the virtues”, personified 

by female figures, set on an in bloom field and divided in groups of three by exiles columns. The frescos 

constitute one of the most important examples of the Gothic international in Lombardy. 

In the Seven hundred one the west wing and the building  became a place of vacation for the marquis 

Giuseppe Castiglioni and his consort Paola, born Litta. With marquis Paolo Castiglioni's death, at the 

beginning of the XX, the castle  passed to the female branch of the family, before being sold in 1934 to  

Angel Mantegazza, from Varese. In the sixties the family Panza inherited the complex and in 1981 they 

sold it to the Varese’s Common. 

The castle of Masnago is center from the 1995 of the permanent collection of modern and contemporary 

art of the Civic Museums of Varese. 

 



 

THE PARK 

The park, in English style, is all around the castle for almost three hectares, apparently characterized by a 

vegetation situated in casual way, directs to create the spontaneous image of  nature.  There are few 

traces of the eighteenth-century garden, of which are preserved to testimony two lions in stone, symbol 

of the family Castiglioni, put as pillars to the entry of Caracciolo’s street. 

In the park you can admired over one hundred different varieties of trees and bushes: in the inferior part 

of the garden we find large fields with broad-leaved trees, whereas in the highest part of the garden we 

can found tall beech trees, horse chestnut, oaks, hornbeans and cedars. 
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